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Christmas and New Year Services 
Friday 13 December  - 7pm – Candlelit Christingle Carol Service 

Sunday 15 December - 11am – Christmas Café Church Service 

Sunday 22 December - 11am – Nativity Service 

Tuesday 24 December - 7pm  - Watchnight Service 

Sunday 29 December  – 11am – Service with Informal Communion        
 (Joint Service with Templehall Church in TORBAIN Church) 

Sunday 5th January – 10.45am – Service with Informal Communion       
 (Joint Service with Templehall Church in TEMPLEHALL Church) 
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TORBAIN CHURCH   - CONTACT LIST 

Ordained Local Minister – Rev.Brian Porteous (*), ‘Kildene’, Westfield Road, Cupar KY15 5DS 

  Telephone – 01334 653561(House)  0779 669 4413(Mobile)    

  

Session Clerk/Organist/Presbytery Elder-Gordon Thomson (*) 28 Craigearn Avenue,Kirkcaldy,KY2 6YS

 Telephone - 0798 512 2242 

     

Interim Moderator    Rev Catriona Morrison  265536 

Depute Session Clerk    Ken Gilbert (*)   268970 

Congregational Treasurer   John Bulloch (*)  0747 602 3707 

Gift Aid Convenor & Printing   Graeme O’Malley  261905 

Free Will Offering Convenor   Fiona Cunningham (*)  269297 

Prayer Promoter    Liz Bradley   269520 

Life & Work Promoter    Wendy Sinclair  202246 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator   Joyce Leggate (*)  264789 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator   Andy Leggate   264789 

Community Outreach Worker (Part Time) Lauren Jones (++)  0791 361 1018 

Property Convenor    Bill McMurray (*)  202173 

Pastoral Care      Elizabeth Pringle  266080 

Hall Letting     Ken Gilbert (*)   268970 

Hall Letting     Joan Gallo   267561 

Church Flowers    Ann Mackay   200144 

  (*) – Member of Co-ordinating Group 

 (++) – Subject to usual Safeguarding clearance procedures at time of writing 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

 

CHURCH ORGANISATIONS – CONTACTS 

Friendship Group   - Graeme O’Malley  261905 

Over 60s Club    - Rose Stewart   261230 

Bairns,a Blether and a Brew  - Details from Gordon Thomson 

Girlguiding Rangers   - Marjory Aird   0776 444 7610 

Girlguiding Guides   - Sharon Thomson  642735 

Girlguiding Brownies    - Irene Fairgrieve  268787 

Girlguiding Rainbows   - Susan Morton   205397 

The Scouts/ Cubs / Beavers  - Andy Leggate   264789 

               (meeting in Scout Hall)          

 

Elders’ Districts 

 

District No. & Location        Elder  

1. Lindores /Carron           L Bradley 269520 

2. Lindores / Birnam          M Knight 266915 

3. Lindores / Davaar          M Forrester 571920 

4. G’nloanings / Torbain     G Thomson (see above) 

5. Greenloanings/Tyndrum  J Leggate 264789 

6. Craigmount                      W Sinclair 202246 

7. Black/Redcraigs          B&C McMurray 202173 

8. Glamis           B MacGregor 200002 

9. Chapelhill             M Rowan 200345 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District No. & Location Elder 

 

11.   Glens           G O’Malley 261905 

13 Dunnikier (1)  A Stalker 206053 

14 Dunnikier (2)  E Pringle 266080 

16 Kirkcaldy (East) J Gallo 267561 

17 Kirkcaldy (West) B Currie 641704 

18 Kirkcaldy (North) F Cunningham 269297 

19 Oriel Rd/Newliston K Gilbert 268970 

20 Sauchenbush  G Blair 262479 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



     
 

Minister’s Message 
 

Traditions 
 

As I write these words, Advent is fast approaching and we are starting our preparations for 
Christmas. I am chaplain to the posties in Cupar and I always feel a special empathy for them 
at this time as, like us ministers, they get busier and busier as we get closer to Christmas. 
Mind you, traditional patterns do change. Because of all the purchasing which is done on line, 
Black Friday and all that, and the drop in the numbers of posted Christmas cards, the posties 
find that their traditional peak busy period is coming earlier and earlier. Now the busiest time 
is actually the last week in November. 
 
We will all have our important family traditions to be followed at this season – like hanging 
that special decoration on the tree that has been with us throughout our lives – Shena and I 
have a wee plastic bell that takes special place on our tree. The traditions of this time are 
valuable and important as they give us a sense of continuity and of comfort. It is especially 
painful therefore when the traditions we have held so dear are rocked by changes in family 
circumstances like bereavement and we therefore hold those who have lost loved ones in our 
special prayers at this time. 
 
The traditional celebrations of this season are valuable and I would encourage all of you to 
come along and join in our Torbain Christmas services but I would also encourage you to use 
the times of Advent and Christmas to renew your personal relationship with the baby who 
came to Bethlehem. Sometimes our traditions can get in the way of the present. Sometimes 
the very comfort of the season gets in the way of us experiencing and renewing our true and 
live relationship with Jesus. and so my encouragement to you all is to make time, amongst all 
the commitments, the busyness, the tinsel and the turkey for the reason for the season – 
Jesus. This should be a time to seek to refresh our relationship with his loving presence in our 
lives. 
 
Finally, as we come to the end of 2019, it would be remiss of me not to reflect on the passing 
year and to thank you for all your support and encouragement in my ministry amongst you. It 
has been a year of celebration for the 50 years of witness of Torbain Parish Church in the 
community we seek to serve. But it has also been a year of sadness as we have had, 
reluctantly, to say our farewells and give thanks for the ministry of Ian Elston so wonderfully 
supported by Tricia. I count it as a great privilege to have been able to serve with and learn 
from Ian and a joy to have him as a friend.  Ian’s personal faith, humility, humour and 
graciousness have much to teach each one of us as we seek better to follow in the example 
of Jesus, our Lord and Saviour. 
 
May you enjoy all the traditions of the coming season. May you be able to have time to reflect 
on the love of Jesus in your lives and may His love and blessing be with you at Christmas and 
throughout 2020. 
 

 
 

 



TORBAIN & TEMPLEHALL CHURCHES 

 - WORKING TOGETHER FOR A SECURE FUTURE 

 

During July 2019 shared Sunday services were held with the two churches worshipping 

together for two Sundays in Templehall Church and two Sundays in Torbain Church. These 

arrangements proved to be very popular and are soon to be repeated. On Sunday 29th 

December 2019 both Churches will again worship together in Torbain Church at 11 am. and 

on the following Sunday 5th January 2020 a joint service will take place at Templehall Church 

at 10.45 am. On both these Sundays an informal Communion will be celebrated. 

Throughout 2019 there has been regular contact between the churches both on a social level 

and also through meetings involving members of the two Kirk Sessions and a full Joint Kirk 

Sessions meeting took place on 29th October 2019.   A very positive discussion took place on 

ways in which we can work together towards building a sustainable united presence for the 

future in order to minister to the community in North Kirkcaldy. 

Our readiness and willingness to envisage such innovations as a shared ministry team to cover 

both churches has been well received by Presbytery’s Strategy and Resourcing Committee 

who will provide us with help and encouragement to move forward as part of Phase 1 of 

changes which will affect all Churches across the Presbytery. Other churches will need more 

time and support to move towards changes and others again have particular issues to resolve 

before they can get to that point. 

At the time of writing, Torbain was in the process of awaiting safeguarding clearance to 

enable us to confirm the appointment of Lauren Jones as our part-time Community Worker in 

a 1.5 days a week post arising from a successful award to Torbain from the Church of 

Scotland’s “Go For It” fund topped up by a reduced Ministries and Mission fee from 

Presbytery. Lauren is being introduced to the congregation during the service on Sunday 8th 

December and her appointment will help us pilot work in the field of outreach to vulnerable 

and isolated families and elderly people within our community. 

 
 

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 

FRIDAY 24th JANUARY 2020 

BURNS SUPPER IN TORBAIN 

CHURCH HALL 

Traditional Fare and Musical 

Entertainment 

Please bring your own preferred 

drink. 

7.15pm. for 7.30pm - £12 per 

head 

More details will be available 

closer to the time. 
 

 

 

 

 

Over 60s Group 

 

We meet fortnightly on Wednesdays from 2pm. to 3.30pm. 

All are welcome. 

We have had a very good year and are looking forward to our 

Christmas Lunch which was a wonderful afternoon last year. 

We have had many informative, entertaining speakers during 

the past year and have had lots of fun playing dominos. We 

enjoyed our day trip with wonderful scenery ending with 

High Tea. 

We have enjoyed catch-up chatter with afternoon buffets and 

have enjoyed each other’s company. 

I have to thank all members and also the Church for their 

support. I am looking forward to enjoying the company and 

friendship in the coming year with you all. 

Rose Stewart 



Why Safeguarding? 
We often wonder why we need to think about safeguarding in the context of our 
church don’t we? But, sadly, as we have come to realise,not all people within our 
church family behave in the way we expect as evidenced by some very high profile 
cases. The consequent damage this has done to the lives of so many is incalculable. 
The Church of Scotland has insisted that we follow certain procedures to protect 
those who either through age or capacity, cannot fully protect themselves. We do this 
in several ways.  Firstly, we appoint someone to take responsibility within the 
congregation to ensure all safeguarding procedures are complied with. This is the 
safeguarding coordinator 
All the members of the church who visit people in their own homes, run church groups 
or regularly take responsibility for running groups are required to have a PVG 
(protection of vulnerable groups) certificate before they take on this role. They have to 
attend regular training to remind them of their responsibilities.  
All those being recruited to a role whether paid or unpaid have to follow strict 
recruitment processes and have received their PVG clearance before commencing in 
post. 
All members of your Kirk Session have to attend regular training as they are 
ultimately responsible for the safe recruitment of staff. 
This is all done to ensure that we have a safe church for all whether young or old. 

Joyce Leggate & Andy Leggate, Safeguarding Co-ordinators  

 

HELEN WHITE 

All at Torbain were greatly saddened by the loss of Helen who died 

peacefully on 29th July 2019. For a lengthy period before her death she 

had bravely withstood the rigours of her illness with the help of her 

great faith and the support of her family and her many friends. Helen 

was ordained as an Elder of Torbain in October 1991 and worked 

tirelessly for the Church and in particular in her role as Convener of 

the Guild where her organisational skills and people skills were greatly 

valued within Torbain and the wider Church.  

 

DATA PROTECTION 

The Kirk Session of Torbain Church have a Data Protection policy to ensure that all personal 

data is held and processed in accordance with the relevant legislation and best practice. 

We try to keep the level of personal data we hold to a minimum and we don’t pass on data to  

companies or organisations or make information publicly available except as far as is 

necessary for things like: 

 displaying rotas of people carrying out duties in the church 

 processing Gift Aid claims 

 providing contact information for office bearers through the newsletter and website 

 allowing the presbytery and other church contacts to communicate with office bearers 

Torbain Church of Scotland, Kirkcaldy is registered with the Data Protection Register as part 

of the Presbytery of Kirkcaldy. 

 



FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM IAN  

When Tricia and I moved to Kirkcaldy we did not 

expect to be here twenty years later, and I certainly did 

not expect to be retiring so soon, but on 31st October, 

due to health reasons - I retired, and a few days later 

there was a thanksgiving service which I would loved 

to have gone to but could not attend because of poor health! Typical!   

Fortunately, the service was filmed, I have a paper copy of most of what was said. 

and I can only say thank you to all who came and shared in the service and thank 

you for the gifts of a signed by the congregation Celtic top, a Celtic wallet, the 

generous cheque and the many cards that have been very gratefully received and 

very much appreciated. 

And now we have retired and are moving - not far, we are still going to be staying 

in the town. It has been a joy and privilege to work amongst you and to become a 

member of the Torbain family. It has been a great and humbling experience to be 

invited to share in the many sorrows and joys that life throws at us: the weddings 

and baptisms and funerals and illness. I have a lifetime of memories and stories. 

But that time is now ended and it is a new start for Tricia and myself and a new 

start for Torbain.      

 So, thanks (as someone once said) for the memories and thank you for all the 

prayers and support you have given over the years. We know we are all in God's 

care and He has a plan for each one of us and His church and I wish God's 

blessing on Torbain and all its members. 

Pastoral Care Christmas Lunch takes place 

on Tuesday, 17 December from 1pm to 3pm. 

 

All involved in Pastoral Care would like to 

wish everyone a Merry Christmas and a 

Happy New Year. 
 

Care Home Christmas Services 

Monday 16 December 

1.45pm Chapel Care Home 

2.30pm Ostlers House 

 

PARISH REGISTER 
 
 

Blessings: 
Ailey Ferguson 

Ruraidh Nairn Ramsay Duncan 
 

Deaths: 
Janet (Jenny) Campbell 

Helen White 
Archie Knight 
Jean Milne 

 



  
-  

ONE CARD FOR ALL 

TAKING THE STRAIN OUT OF 

CHRISTMAS CARDS 

AND HELPING A GOOD CAUSE 

 
 

Following an excellent suggestion from one of our 

members who is no longer physically able to distribute 

her Christmas Cards to her friends in the Church there 

is once again an alternative option for anyone in a similar position or who finds this 

means of distribution more appropriate. 

This alternative is to send ‘ONE CARD FOR ALL’. This one card would be to 

Everyone in the Church. And if you are no longer able to come to Church yourself 

then it could be given to a friend or your Elder to bring in on your behalf.  Everyone 

is invited to avail themselves of this service and any card delivered in this way will 

be displayed in the vestibule for all to see. 

A Donation Box has been placed in the Vestibule for Kirkcaldy Foodbank for those 

who would like to donate. 

 
 

 

 
 

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 
 

 Torbain has once again taken part in the annual shoebox 

appeal. Blythswood send boxes with essential items and gifts 

to all ages of children and adults in Eastern Europe. 

This year we have contributed an amazing total of 35 boxes 

which is the largest number in recent years. 

Many thanks to all. 
Irene Gilbert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CHRISTMAS BIBLE QUIZ 
Tricky Questions Based on the Bible and Our Carols 

Test your knowledge with this Christmas Bible Quiz that includes question about 

our Christmas carols. Some questions are definitely easier than others! (A Hint: In 

the carol questions, if you can hum the tune that fits the words, you will often 

guess right!) Gordon has a copy of all the Answers. 

 

1) What baby was born to a relative of Mary's, about six months before the birth of 

Jesus? 

2) What Old Testament prophet predicted the miraculous virgin birth of Christ? 

3) Which two of the four Gospels make no mention of the birth of Christ? 

4) Which Christmas carol has been voted the most popular one of all? 

5) What is the meaning of the name "Jesus"? 

6) Joseph and Mary lived in the town of Nazareth, far to the north of Bethlehem. 

What was it that brought them to Bethlehem, just before Christ was born? 

7) Where does the Bible tell us that Jesus was born on December 25th? 

8) What carol began in the ancient church as one single word? And what was that 

word? 

9) Was the Lord Jesus born in a stable? 

10) When hosts of angels appear to them, announcing Jesus' birth, a carol says the 

"shepherds quake at the sight." In what carol is the quoted line found? 

11) One of our carols begins, "Angels we have heard on high, / Sweetly singing o'er 

the plains." What did the angels sing at Jesus' birth? 

12) Since there were likely other babies in Bethlehem at the time what sign did the 

angel give the shepherds that would enable them to identify the baby Jesus? 

13) Mary laid her newborn Son in a manger. A carol says Jesus had "no crib for a 

bed." What is the carol? 

14) What carol contains the line, "Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing"? 

15) What carol quotes the angels saying to the shepherds, "All glory be to God on 

high, / And to the earth be peace"? 

16) What carol describes "angels bending near the earth / To touch their harps of 

gold"? 

17) What carol says of Jesus' birth, "While mortals sleep, the angels keep / Their 

watch of wondering love"? 

18) What carol says of Christ's coming to earth, "Mild He lays His glory by, / Born 

that man no more may die"? 

19) What carol begins, "Hark, how all the welkin rings!" 

20) What carol says to the wise men, "Sages, leave your contemplations, / Brighter 

visions beam afar"? 

21) When the wise men arrived in the Holy Land, where did they go first? 

22) Herod ruled that area for the Romans. What was his reaction when he heard 

that a new King had been born? 

23) Who was it that told Herod about an Old Testament prophecy that Israel's 

Messiah-King would be born in Bethlehem? 

24) Herod sent the wise men in search of the Baby. He told them to let him know 

where to find Him, so he could worship Him too (Matt. 2:8). But what was his real 

reason for wanting to know where Jesus was? 

 

 

 
 



WORK  PLACE  CHAPLAINCY  SCOTLAND 
 
WPCS is an ecumenical charity based on the Christian values of tolerance, acceptance, love 
and forgiveness.  It offers pastoral and spiritual support to people of all beliefs or none, 
without prejudice, or judgement, within the Workforce. 
It has a robust Code of Practice and it has a strong, reputable, industry recognised Board of 
Trustees. 
It comprises a team of well trained, supervised and accountable Chaplains, who are aware of 
emotional, physical, mental and spiritual aspects of life. 
WPCS is involved working in over 2000 individual workplaces across Scotland, including Local 
Government, Emergency Services, Retail & Commercial, Airports, Transport & Offices. 
It provides regular proactive visits to workplaces and one to one conversations, in complete 
confidence.  (Everyone needs and can benefit from a listening ear from time to time). 
It can promote personal and corporate well-being.  It provides a listening, caring and 
supportive role, while also increasing resilience within the Workforce. 
WHY  -  because God cares, we care and people matter. 
I see this service, which WPCS provides, as a very important part of the Church’s challenging 
role in the field of outreach. 
I have completed and enjoyed, comprehensive training and I am now looking forward to 
working alongside Brian, up in the Retail Park. 

FIONA  CUNNINGHAM 
 

 

Christmas Gift to God 2019 
A letter with details of this year’s Gift to God appeal is being delivered along with this edition 
of Torbain Times. In 2019 the Church has had considerable running costs as well as major 
capital expenditure in upgrading the hall roof. Costs in 2020 are likely to be similar or higher 
and your gift will help with these. An envelope will be provided for donations but these can 
also be made by internet banking. Please give prayerful consideration to this year’s appeal. 
 

On-Line Shopping - Get donations for Torbain 
Torbain Church gets FREE donations with easyfundraising when you do your  shopping 
online!  With over 3,000 retailers to choose from, including all of the High Street retailers, 
you'll find everything you need for Christmas and the rest of the year.  Sign up on our site 
today, it's quick and easy. There is a link to the fundraising site on the Torbain Church 
website or you can go directly to: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/torbainpc 

Simply register then do all your on-line shopping through the site. Every time you make a 
purchase we get a donation from the retailer. 
Also Amazon Smile makes a donation to us when you make your Amazon purchases 
through their Amazon Smile site. There is a link to Amazon Smile on the church website or 
you can go directly to: 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ 
You need to select Torbain Parish Church of Scotland and then always access Amazon 
through through the Amazon Smile site. 
If you do not shop on-line you can still help by asking other family members to sign up to 
these two sites. 
 
 

 
 

http://email.easyfundraising.org.uk/HP?b=FU732CgC-_lfXZ6y5Z6fOJsjElNza-m6UI4Yx_5q_1aBJ_WGck3z57xpLcbrwmMZ&c=MRmLucMvNZSBqWcNkR-T0A
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/


Gift Aid 
This is the scheme where the tax man or tax woman can give us a top up of 25 pence for 
every pound donated by you. It is a valuable source of income for us and can be claimed if 
you (or your spouse) pays tax. All you need to do is sign a “Gift Aid Declaration” form. These 
are in the vestibule but can also be obtained from your elder or downloaded from the Church 
website. Please be assured that your personal information is kept secure in the Gift Aid 
processes and HMRC do not pass any of your personal tax details to the Church. 

 
 

LEGO CLUB 
 

Torbain Lego Club has been running since January this year and to date over 60 
children have attended with several attending every week. The children come along 

every Saturday morning and demonstrate their fantastic skills to their parents, 
grandparents, aunts or uncles or carers. Each week they are set a challenge to build 

something on a specific topic and they never cease to amaze when they put their 
creative minds to work. The topics have ranged from something from the past, 

present or future, a mode of transport, a memory from the school holidays and even 
Torbain Church for the 50th Anniversary. We enjoy a healthy snack mid morning and 
when they leave we have the unenviable task of dismantling all the creations for the 
next week. We are looking forward to building a nativity scene for Advent to have on 

display for all to see. Come along and join us at 10.30 on a Saturday morning. 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



ODE to Rev. Ian Elston 
by Dickson Gemmell former Session Clerk 

 

When Ian came to Kirkcaldy, 

Perhaps he arrived on a train. 

But he knew where he was going 

That’s right – this church – ‘Torbain’. 
 

He’s served the congregation 

For twenty years, you know, 

And if the times were good or bad 

He was always on the ‘go’. 
 

If he heard that you were ill 

Or burdened with some worry 

Then very soon, to your own door 

With haste, then he would hurry. 
 

With words of comfort, or a prayer 

To ease your troubled mind. 

The right phrase or suggestion 

He certainly would find. 
 

No festive season was complete 

Without his Christmas quiz 

It got your brain fair reelin’ 

Before turkey and some fizz. 
 

In sermons or his so called ‘talks’ 

It really must be said 

He aye left room to mention 

Raith Rovers or Parkhead. 
 

He’d sit here, on these steps below 

With kids, all age and sizes. 

With tales and lessons of our faith 

(And sometimes sweets for prizes). 
 

So Ian and Tricia, now’s the time 

When I must end this awful rhyme  

So many thanks to both of you 

God Bless, Good Luck and now ‘adieu’. 
 



HALL LETS 

We currently hire out the use of the church halls on a regular basis. Although we have 
times which are still available, the halls are used at some point every day of each 

week. These hires are important not only for Church income but also for outreach into 
the community. Please advise anyone who is looking for premises to hire to contact 

Ken Gilbert regarding availability.  
 

 

STORIES BEHIND THE CAROLS 

 

‘Once in royal David’s city / Stood a lowly cattle shed, / Where a mother laid her Baby / In a manger 

for His bed: / Mary was that mother mild, / Jesus Christ her little Child …’ The lyrics to ‘Once in 

Royal David’s City’ were written by the same woman, Mrs Cecil Alexander, who wrote the words to 

the hymn ‘All Things Bright and Beautiful’. Alexander was born Miss Cecil Humphreys in Dublin in 

1818, and married the Anglican clergyman William Alexander in 1850, two years after the 

publication of ‘Once in Royal David’s City’ in 1848 in a hymnbook named Hymns for Little 

Children. It was set to music by composer Henry John Gauntlett when he read the poem, and liked it, 

a year later. The carol has traditionally been the first carol sung in the annual ‘Carol’s from King’s’ 

service at King’s College Chapel in Cambridge. Indeed, for the last 95 years it has opened the service. 

Like many traditional Christmas carols, the hymn takes the nativity (the ‘lowly cattle-shed’ where the 

infant Jesus was born) as its subject. 

‘In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, / Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; / Snow 

had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, / In the bleak midwinter, long ago.’ Victorian poet 

Christina Rossetti (1830-1894) composed the words to this (which can be read here), one of the finest 

Christmas carols in English: it was originally written as a poem titled ‘A Christmas Carol’, in 1872 – 

29 years after Dickens’s famous book of that name had been published. Rossetti died before it was 

even published, in 1904. Two years later it was first set to music: the most famous settings are by 

composers Harold Darke and Gustav Holst.  

‘We Wish You a Merry Christmas‘. Little is known about the origins of this carol, usually taken to be 

a traditional wassail (drinking) song – certainly, it emphasises the ‘eat, drink and be merry’ side to the 

festive season. However, we do know that the song originated in the West Country, and probably 

arose out of the tradition of Christmas carol-singers being given tasty treats by rich neighbours on 

Christmas Eve. After the singers had regaled their wealthy patrons with a few songs, they would be 

rewarded with ‘figgy pudding’ – similar to our modern Christmas puddings. 

‘While shepherds watched their flocks by night, / All seated on the ground, / The angel of the Lord 

came down, / And glory shone around.’ Nahum Tate was Poet Laureate of the United Kingdom from 

1692 until 1715; he is also remembered for giving Shakespeare‘s tragedy King Lear a happy ending. 

But his most enduring legacy was in the world of Christmas carols, as he penned the words to ‘While 

Shepherds Watched Their Flocks’, published in the late seventeenth century. The poem/carol focuses 

on the visit from the Angel of the Lord to announce the birth of Christ. 

‘Away in a Manger‘. When the lyrics to this classic traditional Christmas carol were first published in 

1884 in the Boston periodical The Myrtle, the writers attributed the original verses of the song to 

Protestant reformer Martin Luther, born in 1483. This is almost certainly not true – the words are 

found nowhere in Luther’s surviving writings – and the lyrics were most probably a product of the 

nineteenth century. Further verses were, at any rate, later added until the carol had taken the form it 

now has, by the early twentieth century. Another nativity scene focusing on the stable where Jesus 

Christ was born, this is among the most famous Christmas carols. 
 

 

 
 

 


